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Speaker bios & contact information 

 
 

Ross Ramsey 

Executive Editor, Texas Tribute 

 

Ross Ramsey is executive editor and co-founder of The Texas Tribune, the 

only member-supported, digital-first, nonpartisan media organization that 

informs Texans — and engages with them — about public policy, politics, 

government and statewide issues. He writes regular columns on politics, 

government and public policy. Before joining the Tribune, he was editor 

and co-owner of Texas Weekly. He did a 28-month stint in government 

with the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts. Before that, he reported for the Houston 

Chronicle, the Dallas Times Herald, as a Dallas-based freelancer for regional and national 

magazines and newspapers, and for radio stations in Denton and Dallas. 

 

rramsey@texastribune.org 

512-716-8611 

twitter - @rossramsey 

facebook - rramseytrib 
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Jim Henson, Ph.D. 

Director, Texas Politics Project, University of Texas 

 

Dr. Henson directs the Texas Politics Project, a collection of enterprises 

designed to encourage informed interest and engagement in Texas 

politics and government.   In that role, he founded and co-directs the 

University of Texas/Texas Tribune Poll, the only open-access, public 

survey of public opinion in Texas.  The data sets for those surveys are available in the polling 

section of the Texas Politics website.  He also writes about politics for The Texas Tribune, and 

is a frequent resource for news media, researarchers, and civic and interest groups on Texas 

politics and government. He also coordinates the Government Department's internship 

program. He is the principal author of Texas Politics, a webtext that incorporates original 

media and polling data, that is used in introductory Texas government courses across the 

state. 

 

Henson was appointed to the City of Austin Ethics Review Commission in 2009 by the Austin 

City Council, and served as chairman of the commission from 2010 to 2012.  He is currently a 

member of the advisory board of The Subiendo Academy in the McCombs School of Business 

at UT-Austin. 

 

j.henson@austin.utexas.edu 

512-471-0090 

twitter - @TxPolProject 

facebook - texaspoliticsproject 
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Jimmy Glotfelty 

Commissioner, Public Utility Commission of Texas 

 

Governor Greg Abbott appointed James Glotfelty to serve as a 

commissioner on the Public Utility Commission of Texas on August 6, 

2021, for a term set to expire on September 1, 2025. Before his 

appointment, he served as Founder and Executive Vice President of 

Clean Line Energy. 

 

His public sector experience includes serving as Senior Policy Advisor to U.S. Secretary of 

Energy Spencer Abraham, Energy Policy Director to Texas Governor George W. Bush and 

Legislative Director to Congressman Sam Johnson. He founded and led the Office of Electricity 

at The U.S. Department of Energy, led the joint US-Canadian Power System Outage Task Force 

and served on the White House Task Force to Streamline Energy Permitting. 

 

Mr. Glotfelty’s private sector work also includes various Executive and Managerial roles at 

Calpine Corporation, ICF Consulting and Quanta Services. 

 

He served as Chairman of AWEA on the Transmission Committee and held board positions on 

ConservAmerica, Texas Housing Finance Corporation and Group NIRE. He regularly 

participated in the Aspen Institute Energy Forum, the Harvard Energy Policy Group and the 

Keystone Energy Forum. 

 

A former Committee Chairman of the Greater Houston Partnership and an Alumni of the Texas 

Lyceum, Jimmy received his Bachelor of Science in Political Science and Marketing from Texas 

Christian University. 

 

CommissionerGlotfelty@puc.texas.gov 

512-936-7001 

twitter - @PUCTX 

facebook - puctx 
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Robert Allen 

President & CEO, Texas Economic Development Corporation 

 

Robert Allen is President and CEO of Texas Economic Development 

Corporation (TxEDC). Previously, he served as Deputy Chief of Staff to 

Governor Greg Abbott, during which time he worked closely with the 

Director of the Economic Development and Tourism Division to further 

Governor Abbott's mission to position Texas as a global leader in economic development and 

as the best state for business innovation, job creation and continuing economic expansion. 

Prior to his role at the Office of the Governor, Allen served as Deputy Chief of Staff at the 

Office of the Attorney General, where he assisted with the administration of the more than 

4,000-employee agency. A native Texan, Robert earned a bachelor's degree from The 

University of Texas at Austin. 

 

robert@businessintexas.com 

512.981.6736  

twitter - @GoBigInTexas 

facebook - GoBigInTexas 
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Jennifer Harris 

State Program Director, Connected Nation Texas 

 

Jennifer is the State Program Director for Texas for Connected Nation, a 

national 501(c)(3) non-profit organization which has been tackling the 

digital divide for more than 20 years. She provides oversight of the 

collection and analysis of broadband data and the development of 

broadband advancement strategies addressing access, adoption, and use 

among residents, businesses, and institutions. Appointed in January 

2020, Jennifer served as an inaugural member of the Governor’s Broadband Development 

Council until her appointment by Governor Abbott to the Board of Advisors for the Broadband 

Development Office in December 2021.  

 

Having worked in state government since 2005, Jennifer has held a wide range of jobs in the 

public sector. Her professional experience includes legislative, public policy, communications, 

and government affairs work with the Texas Legislature, and policy and communications work 

for the Florida Department of Education, along with a variety of roles on local and statewide 

political campaigns.  

 

Jennifer earned her bachelor's degree in business administration with a focus in marketing 

from the McCombs School of Business at The University of Texas at Austin. She earned her 

master's degree in public service and administration from the Bush School of Government and 

Public Service at Texas A&M University. 

 

jharris@connectednation.org 

512-962-8032 

twitter - @ConnectedTX 

facebook - ConnectedTexas 
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Clayton Stewart 

Vice President of Public Affairs – Chief Lobbyist, Texas Medical 

Association 

 

Mr. Stewart is in his third position in TMA’s Division of Advocacy, having 

first joined America’s largest state medical society in 2013 to direct 

TEXPAC, its political action committee. He then became a legislative 

affairs director in 2016, specializing primarily on issues related to health insurance. 

 

Prior to joining TMA, Mr. Stewart served as a lobbyist for the Texas Society of 

Anesthesiologists. Before that he worked in the legislative offices of then-State Rep. Mark M. 

Shelton, MD (R-Fort Worth), and managed Dr. Shelton’s November 2012 campaign for 

reelection. He also worked in support of the Jim Murphy for State Representative Campaign in 

2008, and entered government and politics as a legislative aide to State Rep. Geanie W. 

Morrison (R-Victoria) from 2004 to 2006. 

 

Mr. Stewart is a 2006 graduate of The University of Texas at Austin, with a bachelor of arts 

degree in government. 

 

clayton.stewart@texmed.org 

(800) 880-1300, ext. 1365 

twitter - @texmed 

facebook – texmed 

 
 


