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Mike Morath was appointed Texas Commissioner of Education by Gov. Greg 

Abbott in December 2015 and took office in January of this year.  

 

As Commissioner, he heads the Texas Education Agency, which oversees pre-

kindergarten through high school education for more than five million students 

enrolled in both traditional public schools and charter schools.  

 

Prior to becoming the state’s Education Commissioner, Morath served on the 

Dallas Independent School District board of trustees for more than four years. 

During that time, he focused on academic improvements. And by his final year on 

the board, DISD witnessed dramatic improvement in the areas of kindergarten 

readiness, fourth grade math proficiency on the National Assessment of 

Educational Progress, high school graduation rates, and minority student 

performance on Advanced Placement tests that outpaced all large urban districts in 

the country.  

 

A strong advocate of public education, Commissioner Morath graduated from 

Garland High School in the Garland Independent School District. And thanks to 

the great public school education he received in Texas, he went on to earn a 

Bachelor of Business Administration degree, summa cum laude, from George 

Washington University in two-and-a-half years.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Texas Commissioner of Education Mike 

Morath. 


